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“It's been good 
for me to be able to 
sit back,” Spears 
says of her hiatus, 
“and kind of 
appreciate what 
| had. 
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but I’m going t 


It has been 20 months since Britney Spears was last on tour 
and more than two years since she released an album of new 


material. But that doesn't mean the singer has stopped per- 
forming. These days her audience tends to be small—just one 


wriggly fan—the venue intimate and the singing unplugged. 
“Til sing him ‘Mary Had a Little Lamb.” Spears says of croon- 
ing to her 5-month-old son Sean Preston. ‘And | 
stuff.” She pauses and considers for a moment. 
after the baby, she says earnestly, “that | can 
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make up 
“| found out 
sing!” 





~ to [get back to work], | 
ng to do it with definite balance for my baby” 


[t's one of the many realizations new, - 
Spears since entering Club Mom last Sep. | 
tember, Motherhood “is such an inten, - 
experience,” says the 24-year-old singe; 
sipping a mango margarita at a Mexicay 
restaurant in Santa Monica, Calif., dow, 
the coast from the newly remodeled home 
she shares with husband Kevin Federline 
27, and “Sean P,” as the new parents SOme- 
times call their son. Unnoticed by th. 
lunch crowd in tinted sunglasses and ; 
sleeveless geometric print dress, Spear. | 
is alternately confident when she speak. | 
about her imminent return to the record. : 
ing studio and exasperated when conver. | 
sation turns to the subject of the paparazzi 7 
This is clearly a more resolute, more - 
guarded Britney than the one who once 7 
only had to look out for herself. “I’m going : 
to [get back to work], but I’m going to doit : 
with definite balance for my baby,” she ; 
says, “because I want him to have the best 
of both worlds.” 7 

For astar who has led more of her life In ; 
the spotlight than out, the challenge now : 
is bridging the dueling worlds of moth- 3 
erhood (“Mary hada little lamb/ Its fleece - 
Was white as snow”) and POp superstar- | 
dom (“And everywhere that Britney went 
Paparazzi were sure to go”). The sin 
parental judgment came under < 


erious . 
fire Feb. 6 when she drove with Sean Pres- ; 
ton on her lap—drawing Sharp criticism | 
on behalf of everyone from the Mommy 
and Me set to the US. Secretary of Trans- 
portation. who called her actions “irre- 
sponsible.” Last week Spears explained 
that she was just act; | | 


trying to evade 


gers : 
pers : 


assressive paparazzi: no? 
the incident with caution 
Tove my baby more than anything,” she 


“ays. “and as unfortunate an experience = 
this has been for me and my family. if 


‘More attention to Child safety the: 
‘fully support that.” 





“lm not Complaining about 
my lifestyle, because [Sean 
Feston] will get to travel and 
See the damn world—that's 
amazing,” says the singer, 
“Still, | want him to know the 
Foots of who | am ” 
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the stage, knowing it’s 


Performing at the 
VMA awards in 2001. 
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with the stroller. I’m not expecting people 
to pity me. I’m just telling the truth. I’ve 
pulled ove rand asked the cops, ‘Could you 
please help me? They've been driving reck- 
lessly back there. And they say, ‘Sorry, 
ma'am, I can't help you. This is how itis.’ | 


mean, Princess Diana got killed by one of 


these people. They're crossing the line.” 

Then she looks up and shakes her head. 
“I sound bitter. I’m not bitter. I’m doing 
great. I really am. I’m happy. I’m very 
blessed. I have a beautiful home, a won- 
derful family, supportive, loving people 
around me. I have a great life.” 

Now, after a year and a half marriage- 
and-maternity leave, Spears—who recent- 
ly made the scene with Federline at the 
Sereen Actors Guild and Grammy Awards 
party circuits—is resuming her busy life 
with the pent-up passion ofa benched play- 
er twitching to get back in the game. Com- 
ing up: a guest turn on Will & Grace set to 
air April 13 (“I have been laughing so much 
every day on the set!”) and a Feb. 28 live 
appearance on Good Morning America 
from New Orleans, where she has been 
«tive in helping to rebuild her home state 
“a her hurricane relief fund. “I’m not going 
to be performing,” she says. “I thought 
inetead that it'd be more meaningful if 1 
surprised a group of girls to spend the day 
with them doing things that I used to like 
te do in Louisiana when I was younger. | 
know it'll be such an emotional trip, but it 
will also be uplifting to see the city con 


70 February 27.2006 PEOPLE 





of being oe love that’ 


your 


praditiol 
rhere _ 
vhaustes 


her 
three 
th 


rinuing Its 
And rhen 
; = 

musi Phe san 


star W ho told i Ori 
onths hetore 


a 


giving DB 
a going a 
that “the pace yas gOInE 

was ridiculous 
gel hack to dom 
«This may 


| muss travel 


"oan | wait to 
g what she 
: sound 
loves 


weird, bul 


ing. 
“T miss the road, 


ene Says. 
: »S and 


ceeing different place . 
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being with the dancer: 

ng f eeling O 
having fun. Thal feeling | 
age, knowing 


being on the st 
deda break. 


it’s your best—I love that. [nee 
| needed to be hungry again. 

More like ravenous. “She's a true com- 
petitor in the very best sense of the word, 
says Barry Weiss, president and CEO of 
Zomba Label Group, of which Spears s 
label, Jive Records, is a part. “I think she 
knows that she’s got a big, big place in the 
market she wants to reclaim. She says, ‘J 
belong out there. I can do these things.’ ” 
Spears is more pointed in her critique of 
the musical landscape. “It’s a huge lull,” 
she says. “I haven’t seen anybody out there 
who has had a performance where I’m 
like, “‘That’s f-----’ awesome. It’s been bor- 
ing. Nothing’s been wow to me.” 

Aiming for a release later this year, she 
has been recording in her home studio, 
experimenting with live musicians and 
stripping down her sound. “I'll get on the 
pian-ah,” she says in her Louisiana twang, 
more pronounced in person than it is a 
her public appearances, “and just play 
whatever feels good.” Hearing herself sing 
to Sean Preston has proved a turning 
point. “When I was little, I would listen to 
myself,” she says. “But the record label] 
signs you, and you're just thankful to get 
a hit song. You can’t really show off vour 
voice and where you came from.” 

: Which brings her back to Louisiana 
Growing up, “I used to listen to eRe 
music and all that stuff.” she says, “] wonta 
like to try to have more influences of that 


sound, Not that I’m going to be like frickin’ 
‘kin 
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lager a heito return to pertormis 
he ie not vet the Britney who cauld 
foayyyviieal’ match her backup dances rive 
lor move. Although she) rapidly retu 
im lo her pr baby bocly thanks to “a com 
bination of cardio. wereht yova and 
bylote mad long alke with the bab EL 
is still troubled by the 2004 knee input 
he sustained while shooting her “Out 
ravgeou wieo “lItstineifl gomthe ¢gyvm 
md setart dancing, but when | really start 
(hallenging myself, it start nappin 
he ens | just have a feeling if [ really 
voforit, its not going to happen 

She has changed in othe: major way 
as well. The etar who letitall hangout on 
lnet summer's reality senes Aritney & 
kevin (haoti | My far More’ pol ten tive 
of her personal life. “Il would love to tall 
about my pride and joy, she says of het 
on, “but once you do it with one inte! 


iow, then the door is open and peopl: 













When ! went t the take advantage of it.” When asked if she 
flower shop and Plerce could open the door to talking about het 
Brosnan was there jusband, she iy Just a littl elore 
| had 20 | paparazzi] dds ing his forays into hip-hop. “Hi 
carsonme, Spears i nto the studio and has his own vibs 
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Late inthe interview pears s face lig] 
up during a call to Federline ¢ rran 
their evening plan thi pair exchang 
easy laughs about Ss im Po it ia that littl 
vuy, after all who ha changed thy ive] 


worid for good. And she is kes nly aware 
that juggling her fierce ambition ith 
the sometimes messy contradictions of 
motherhood—that unique mix of vulnet 

ability and invincibility—will test her lik 
nothing else. “In the car on the way her 

| was crying because I was listening to 
country music,” she says. “I love L.A., but 
| know what Il am. I'm a country gir! al 
heart. I long to be at home. I like that sim 

plicity for my child. I really, really do 


By Michelle Tauber. Michael Fleeman 
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